Omeka Help Document 1:

Starting Your Omeka Site
Omeka (http://www.omeka.net/) is a free online platform that allows you to build digital exhibits. Follow
these steps to get started with Omeka.
1) Visit http://www.omeka.net/ (not to be confused with http://omeka.org/). Click on the big red “Sign
Up!” button.

2) Choose the free Basic plan at the bottom of the page.
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3) Enter your account information and click the green “Sign Up” button.

4) You should see this screen:

5) Log into the e-mail account with which you signed up for Omeka. You should have an e-mail from
Omeka.net. If not, check your Spam folder and you will likely find it there. Click the link in the e-mail to
activate your Omeka account.
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6) You’re in business! Click the “Add a Site” button to start configuring your Omeka site.

7) Add a subdomain name, site title, and site description to represent your digital project. Click the green
“Add Your New Site” button.

8) You can view and manage your site from the Dashboard. Click “Manage Site.”
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9) Click on the “Appearance” tab at the top of the page to pick a look for your site.

10) Choose a Theme, then click the blue “Configure Theme” button. Experiment with Theme
configurations, then click the green “Save Changes” button. You can change your site configurations
anytime—just be sure to click the “Save Changes” button so that your changes go into effect.

11) Spend some exploring Omeka’s many functions from the Dashboard. Explore the “Items” and
“Collections” tabs to see where you’ll be adding content. Explore the “Plugins” to get a sense of what
plugin features you might want to activate on your site.
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12) Finally, take a look at the Omeka Help Page (http://info.omeka.net/) for trouble-shooting help and
specific guidance on all aspects of building an Omeka site.
Have fun!
Prepared by Charlotte Nunes (nunesc@southwestern.edu), Postdoctoral Fellow in Digital Scholarship,
Department of Research and Digital Scholarship, Southwestern University.

5

